
Residential Design ElementR2 Fencing and Walls

Overview

When a street is bordered by high, solid fencing it blocks views between homes and the street. This can 
create a street environment that feels unpleasant and unsafe, reducing the liklihood of people walking 
and cycling. It also creates an unattractive street that limits interaction between neighbours, decreasing 
neighbourhood safety and a feeling of community.

Purpose

This Residential Design Element is a non-statutory design guide created to assist developers, designers 
and planners achieve policy outcomes under the Auckland Unitary Plan (AUP). This guide provides 
assistance in achieving the following AUP policies:

Single House 
Zone Policies

Mixed Housing 
Suburban Zone 
Policies

Mixed Housing 
Urban Zone Policies

Terrace Housing & 
Apartment Buildings Zone 
Policies

H3.3(2)(b)
H3.3(3)(a)
H3.3(3)(b)

H4.3(2)
H4.3(3)(a)
H4.3(3)(b)

H5.3(2)
H5.3(3)(a)
H5.3(3)(b)

H6.3(2)
H6.3(3)(a)
H6.3(3)(b)
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High front yard fencing blocks views to the street and creates a poor pedestrian environment.

Retaining walls along the street can be enhanced with complementary fencing and planting. The 
impacts of this retaining wall are further reduced by stepping the walls up the slope.



UNDERSTAND 
THE RULES

Auckland’s planning standards explained in plain 
English with easy to follow diagrams.

CASE STUDIES

Outstanding developments from Auckland and around 
the world. Learn from the best and take inspiration for 
your next project.

UNITARY PLAN 
DESIGN ELEMENTS

Helping you meet the policies of the Auckland Unitary 
Plan while also achieving elements of good design.

JUST ONE OF MANY USEFUL GUIDES....

DESIGN GUIDES

Add value and improve the quality of your development.  
Our international best practice guides will show you how 
to achieve better design outcomes.

Find these great resources at www.aucklanddesignmanual.co.nz
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